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T is of the utmoſt Importance to found our Principles upon the ſolid 
\ Bajus ¶ Truth ; and befere we declare ourſelves on this or the other 
Side of any Queſtion, we ought tharoughly to underſtand the Matter 

in Debate, and ſeriouſiy to confider the Conſequences of adopting this 

or tte other Opinion: When ue have done this, we are fitted for 

a manly artuntform Projecution tf wheat we take in hand. Reaſon 
points out to us the Method; amd a Conſtibuſueſi of our being right, ſupplics 
#s with Rejolation and Fortitude to purſue it. It is of the greateſt Moment 
to every Society, that a juſt Eſtimate be formed of the Powers of Gowern- 
ment; and the kiberttes of the People ; for on this depends tvery Thing which 
is held Aar, whether 07 4 civil or religious Nature; and what makes it 
il mort inter ing ts, that every Man in this Cafe is like Adam, the Repre- 
fentative of a juture Race, who are to be rewarded for the Virtues, or pu- 
mfbed far the Guilt, of their Progenitors. Newer was there a le wwhon: 
it more immediately concerned to ſearch into the Nature aud ſtent off their 

Rights and Previleges than it does the People of America &# this Day. By 
an unfortunate Train of Circumſtances, the ¶Mections of our Mother Coun. 
dry ſeem to be alienated from us, and an avaricious' Deſirerof making the 
© Inoft of usſegms ſo far to have blinded her, that unleſs we are, by ſome 

Means able to counteract her ili-judged Meaſures, aue ſhall not gnly be undone 
ourſel wer, hut Hall have the Unhappineſs likewiſe of ſecing Great- Britain 
fink in the vaft Ocean of her own Miſconduct. It is with a Deſign to excite 
in this People a juſt ſenſe of the Miſery and Guilt of Slavery, and to ani- 
zzate them te u proper Diſcharge of ther Duty, in mal ing uſe of ſuch Inflru- 
ments as PiBvizence has put into their Hends, for the Preſervation of their 
Liberties, that The Yoliowint Sermon makes its Appearance at this Time, in 
aulach the Difference between a wirtuous and vicious, a wiſe and ſtupid, a 
tree al a [ervile People, is ſo juſtly diſplayed, that it is hoped a due Im- 
: þreffion will be made on all, into 2 2 Hands it may come, excefting only 

thoſe remborſeleſs Wretches, "whom a righteous God has given over * to Blind- 
eſs of Mind, that they ſhould not know their 9wwa and their Country's Intereſt, 
er to Hardneſs of Heart, that they ſhould ſee the 2 and hear the 
Oroans andLEamentations of theirBrethren, without the leaſt Compaſſion for 
their Sufferivits. The Learning and Piet ® the Reverend Author are 

2 for Truth and earnefl Con- 
textion for the Liberty auherewwith Chrift hos made us free, rendered bim 0 


.- #:fiag to Mankind wwhilft liviug, and have ſo richly embalmed his Namegthag 


it mul be preferved with a Love of virtuous Freedom, in the grateful Hearts 
of numberis/s ſucceetingGenerations : hat his Memor; may ve flull more en- 
dearcd to Yofterity" by his hing Inſtrumental in ralſinx in the Americans, juſt 
Apprebenſious of their Obligations to themſelves, to their Country, to their 
0 , and pos all to that GOD, who has ona to o_ that 
ineg/timable Pearl, Liberty, is the earyeſt Wiſh, and fervent Prayer, 9 
eee. 


„December z4th, 1767. | 
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GEN. XLIX. 14, 15, 16, 17, 1. 
Ifachar it a ſtrong Aſs couching down betaten tau Burdens FE : ö 
And be ſaw that Reft was goed, aud the Landu bus it was pleaſant ; 


and bowed his Shoulder to bear, awd. became à Servant undo 
Tribute. | | 1 | 1 


Dan ſhall jidge his People as one of the Tribes af Ifaell. 


Dan ſhall be a Serpent inthe Way, an Adder. in the Path ;' that 
biteth the Horſe-heels, fo that the Rider ſhall fall backward: t 


I have waited for thy Salvation, © Lord, | yt 
©” * £ ; 0s es F at 4 ) 
HESE Words are Part of the Prophecy that 74406 dealt 
among his Sons when he Days drew near that "Be miſt © 
die, ch. 47.29, and they let us ſee with what Variety 
of Temper thoſe People a&ed, who” all grew from the 
_ ſame Father: A full Argument how well the Diſtinction 
is form'd, That all are not 1ſrae}, who are of Ißrael, Rom. q. 6,7 
Neither becauſe they are the Seed of Abörabum, are -they ail Chil. 
dren, chap. 49.1, He here opens out what. a befall bin in 
the latter Days, and how they would carry it when they came 
into the promis'd Land; and becauſe ſome of em ſhould have 
title or no Taſte of Liberty, and others would purſue it through 
all the Expence and Danger that lay in their Way, he places 
theſe Two together, that every one who reads may de Juſtice 
upon the plain Oppoſition there is between em. 
L thall conſider the Words, Firſt, as they deſeribe a People that 
Are Sluggiſh andCowardly, who will venture nothing to fave All. 
whoſe Souls are beneath knowhiy the Diſtinctiom of Bonduge and 
Freedom: And on t er hand, as they give us the Character 
of thoſe who admire their Liberties, and will dare to feet aid ! 1 
fetch em wherever they are carried; who reckon this a Proper; 
that ſhould not be loſt as. Jong js it can be kept, aud will _ 


- * 


ſcarce ſubmit to an Exiſtence under Tyranny, ! © Kos 1 

In theſe two Branches you have the Diviſion of the Text: Il 

Here's a Tribe of Iſrael thatqgives us an Example of each Tem vl 

per: /ſachar is remembred for his Neglect ot that which B 
was relolv'd upon no Terms to part with: Aud by obferving 
Wks? 
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- what good old Jacob ſaith of theſe Two that were ſo unlike one 
another, we may fix the Characters that are due to thoſe who 
either deſpiſe or value the Deliverance of this Day. 


I. L-hall begin with the Account that you have of /achar, 


whoſe Paſſive Obedience (if you'll call it ſo) is condemn'd toMe- 
mory by theſe Words; 1ſachar is a ftrong Aſs couching down be- 
tween two Burdens : And be ſaw the Reft was goed,and theLand, 
that it was pleaſant, and bowed his Shoulder to bear, and became 
4 Servant to Tribute: Where you have three CI 

25 The general Temper of this People. 

The Subjection and Bondage they fell into. And, 
bs The Reaſon they gave for this Stupidity, 


kh 1.) You may obſerve, that many of the Tribes have their 


Hiſtory conch'd in a Reſemblance that's given of em: They are 
compar'd to ſome Creature of that very Diſpoſition that ſhould 


obtain agony 'em : Thus (ver. 9, 21, 22, 27.) Judab is a Lyons. 
Whelp ! Naphtali a Hind let looſe ; Toſeph a fruitful Bougb ; and 


Benjamin a ravening Wolf. Now theſe Alluſions would convey 


to us ſuch Thoughts of the People as bear up to the Account we 


have of 'em afterwards: They are moſt of 'em to be underſtood 
as a Reputation; but what is faid of //achar is as full of Con- 
tempt as a Metaphor can be: We are to know him by his . Like- 
neſs to the moſt heavy and ſtupid Animal in the Creation. Inſtead 
of having his Name from 'ſomething vigorous and beautiful, his 
Father leaves this upon him, That he's a frong A/s couching down 
between two Burdens, The Ground of the Similitude you ſee is 
the little Reliſh they ſhould have for theirLiberries, the ſorry and 
 dullSurrender they would make of themſelves to Tyranny; which 
id a Nr expos d in this Compariſon two Ways. 


It's imputed to nothing elſe but the Stupidity of them that 


3 to it; the Tribe that ſinks into thoſe. Meafures is reſem- 
bled by an 4/7. | 


2. It's condemn'd by the Infinuition that it was in their Power 
to have it otherways; //achar is a flrong Aſs : That veryStrength 
that makes him. couch under a Load, "uns be ſufficient to 


throw it off. 
1. What the Compariſon leads me firſt to tell y: you, is that the 


Foundation of all Paſſive Obedience is laid in Stupidity. They 


that couch doaun between two Burdens, who bow their Shoulders 


4% bear, and beeome Servants to Tribute, may here ſee what Herd 


they — to. 


Tho Fi 


# 
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Tho” an Aſs was more us'd in thoſe Eaſtern Countries than it 
is with us, yet the Old Teſtament hath accounted of it as fo mean 
a Creature, that the Compariſon is very juſt: It ſeems to be made 
for no higher a Deſign than Drudgery, bearing of Burdens no 
way remarkable either for its Head cr its Heels, Jo little capable 
of being taught, that the Folly of our Nature is ſignified by it, 
that Man is born as a wild A, Colt: And tho' it's true in thaſe 
Parts, we find the gseateſt Men riding on them, yet it's a Orea- 
ture that che Ceremonial Law hath branded in a very pecuhar 
way: It muſt, upon no Terms: whatſocver, be thrown among 
the Offerings of the Lord: The Command was very general, 
Exod. 13. 12, 13. Thou /palt fet apart tunic the Lord all that cent 
the Matrix, and every Firſiling that comes of the Beaſt which thou 
hajt, the Males fhall be the Lords. This Law was laid opt in 
that compaſs to put em often in mind of the Mefiah, who thould 
be the Fir- born of every Creature; yet to this there's one Ex- 
ception, and the only Animal left out is, every Fir/tling of an Af 
thou ſhalt redeem nuith a Lamb ; and if thou wilt not redeem it, 
thou ſhalt break its Neck. | "2 ag: "itt 
So that when Jacob ſpeaks of //achar under this Compariſon, 
'tis a viler Name than he could poſſibly leave him by another; 
and it may intimate to us, not only the Stupidity of their Nature 
that run into this Crime, but a particular Unfitkeſs for the Sex- 
vice of God, They ſeem to be the Outcaſt of both Worlds ; they 
give up all that's dear to'em in this, and ſhew a Dullnels. t 
can have no Room in the other. The way of ſerving Cod is 
avithout Fear, being delivered from the Wrath of Enemies, in Holl. 
neſs and Righteonſnefs all our Days, Luk. 1. 74, 75. The fearful 
and unbelieving are in the front of thoſe Sinners who fill zh-Lake 
of Fire &Brimftone,Rev.21.8. You may always obſerve it, thał an 
Indifference to CivilLiberties goes along with a Neglect of that. 
which is Religious: A Man that throws away the Bleiſings of 
Providence“, cannot have a due Reliſh to thoſe of Grace. 


Tho” 
— — — — ä . — — FF . 

lt may be juſtly remarked, that when a People patiently allow their 
civil Liberties to be encroached upon, they are ripe for the Lols of 
their religious. My Brethren of the Diſſenting Clergy, I fear, have 
not ſufficiently attended to this, and therefore under the Notion of 
keeping to their own Department, have in ſome Senſe been regardless 
of the civil Righcs of tiie People; now altho” I would not encourage 
buſy Bodies, yet as the Lots of civil Liberty debelitates the Minds of 
Men, renders them unfit to examine into the Truth of any Propolttionsg 
and inclines them to fie their faith on whatever their Superiors pretend 
to belicve. It is incumbent on all was wiſh well to Religion, and _ 
| ELCHLAFLY 
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Tho ſubmitting to the impious Will of a Monarch hath been 
exalted as if it was /he one Thing needſul, yet it's eaſy to prove, 


both by the Rule of Scripture, and the Hiſtories of Men, this is 
OE | | ſo 


6 


22 — 


ticularly the Miniſters of the . to uſe their utmoſt Efforts to preſerve 
among thoſe with whom they have any Connections, an inviolable At- 
tachment to their Rights as Americans; for whenever we give up our 
Kights as Men, we ſhall be near being inſlaved as Chriſtians; fo fully are 


ſome Epiſcopal Gentlemen gigs of the truth of the aboveObſervati- 


on, that from our Tameneſs in ſubmitting to the late Innovations, they 
have been encouraged openly to avow their Deſign of laying a Foun- 
dation for Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny, I ſhall give only one Inſtance of 


this, by quoting a Paragraph from the Boſton Chronicle of December 21. 


The Church Clergy of New-York and New- Jerſey being .affembled 

« together in a voluntary Convention, and aſſiſted by ſome of their 
: © 'Brethren from the neighbouring Provinces, took into Conſideration 
% the Propriety and Expediency of addrefling the Publick on the Sub- 


A. 


% Point, they were unanimouily of Opinion, that fairly to explain the 


% Plan, on which AmericanBiſhops had been requeſted, to lay before the 
* Public the Reaſons of the Requeſt,to anſwer theObjections that have 
% againſt it, was both Matter of Neceſſity and Duty; it was accord- 
% ingly voted that ſomething to this Purpoſe ſhould be publiſhed, 
„ and; the Reverend T. B. Chandler, D. D. Rector of St. John's 
% Church in Elizabeth Town, New- Jerſey, was appointed to this Ser- 
vice — This Work is juſt Publiſhed, entitled, An Appeal to the 
% Publick in Behalf of the Church of England inAmerica. Application 
% had been previouſly made in Britain tor one or more Biſhops to be 
ſent to America——Dr. Chandler mentions in his Introduction, that 
% ſhould any Objections continue, which ſhall be thought to deſerve 
Notice, the Objectors are invited to propoſe them, that they may be 
* fairly and candidly debated before the Tribunal of the Public; and 
ec and if none ſhould be offered, it will be taken for granted that allPar- 
ties acquieſce and are ſatisfied.” — Thus, my Brethren, now or never 
you are to offer your Objections to an Eſtabliſnment whick cauſed your 

Fathers to fly from a Land of Plenty, and take Shelter in an unculti- 


vated Wilderneſs, that they might, without Reſtraint, pay a pure and 
undefiled Worſhip to the God of Heaven. It is ardently withed that # 


vou may have the Spirit of Wiſdom, and may be enabled fo to ſpeak in 
the Cauſe of Religion, that you may put Gain-ſayers to Silence: But 
it muſt be confeſſed, that there is great Reaſon to be alarmed for a Peo- 
le who, like hated Elſau, bave their Birthright deſpiſed. The foregoing 
is by no Means deſigned as a Reflection upon thy Epiſcopal Churches in 
this Country, as they are now governed. It is only deſired they would 
be content with the preſent fall and free Enjoyment of their own Mode 
of Worſhip, without attempting to introduce any Thing which may, 
and certainly will, in Time, be deſtructive to the religious “Liberty of their 
Diſſenting Brethren, | | 


* ject of an American we nal N ; after a thorough Diſcuſſion of the 


e been made, and to obviate thoſe that might likewiſe be conceived. 


*” * —_— Lang 
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ſo far. from containing the whole of Religion, that it really poſ- 
{Neth no one Part of it: There can be no Fa#th in it, for that 
would both purify the Heart and conquer the World, It was this 
that made Moſes /or ſake Egypt, not ſcaring thelVrath of the King, 
Heb. 11. 27. And there can be no Love, I mean to God or his 
People, for that would teach us to value what the One gives and 
the Other enjoys: And tho' this may be call'd Patience, yet it's 
a Proſtitution of the Name to a Temper which hath none of the 
Thing; for this Grace ſhews itſelf in Bearing a Burden, not in 
Laying it on. The over-ruling Hand of God we mult ſubmit 
to, but this will conſiſt with all the Zeal we can uſe againſt che 
Tools he employs. The Diſtinction is a good one, and as old as 
David, who knew how different his Behaviour onght to be: 7 
the Lord hath flirred thee up againſt me, ſaith he to Saul, let lim 
accept an Offering, J have deſerved it from him, and cannot an- 
ſwer him one of a thouſand ; but if they be the Children of Men, 
curſed be they before the Lord, 1 Sam. 26. 19. 

'Tis plain that People loſe their Chriſtianity with their Liber- 
ties; and when once an encroachingPower bath made 'emSlaves, 


here needs little more to make em Heathens. The Miniſters 


that preach up This Doctrine, will ſoon underſtand no other: It 
ſhall drive Faith, Repentance and Holineſs out of the Pulpit, 
and inftead of ſeeding the Children ith Bread, they'll give em 
a Stone: In alittle while we ſhall hear ot nothing elſe, butQbe- 
e. to the Luſt of Men, as if Chriſt had no other Errand in 

laying down his Life, than to make the Kings of the Earth a 
compliment of Ours ; that as he was a Servant of , Rulers, we, 
muſt be ſo too; as if no Sin could be dangerous but what they 


call Rebellion, and the Terms of procuring te ourſelves Damna- 


tion were never to be uſed but in one Caſe, which is reſiſting of a 
Civil Power. We ſhall feldom hear a better Application of that 


awful Argument; tis not ſo warmly pleaded to make us flee from 


the Wrath to come, that being warned of Ged concerning T hin 


not ſeen as yet, we may be moved with Fear: They'll but ſeldom 


trouble their Heads about the Danger of Debauchery, that#þore- 
mongers and AdulterersGod will judge : They'll tell us but little 
cf the Hazard ſuch are in, who are lovers of Pleaſure more than 
levers of Cod, who blaſpheme the whole Scheme of Religion, and 
uſe that Book to make them laugh, which makes 7heDerils trem- 
ble; who ruth into the Retirements of our Worſhip, the Ordi- 


.nances that onght to be kept clean and holy; I ſay, we hear lit- 
te of their Danger, tho' the Scripture hath given us the ſame 


Ureadful 
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dreadful Word in that Caſe, which agrees ſo well with them in 
the other: They that eat and drink unworthily, eat and drink to 
themſelves Damnation, 1 Cor. 11. 29. Theſe are the Encroach- 
ments that Slavery will make upon our Religion. 

But we have not ſo learned Chriſt, The Apoſtles that went 
about with the Goſpel, were often claiming the Privileges of the 
Law. For this did Paul argue with the Centurion. on iv Stairs 
of the Caſtle, and would not let the Chriftian run away with the 
Roman : For this did he threaten to thake the Government of 
Philippi, and refuſe to take his Liberty at that eaſy rate, of go- 
ing out of the Priſon ; No, he was reſolved to let thoſe Ma- 
giltrates know, that as the Laws of the Empire had given him 
a Protection, ſo he would never loſe it for want of Zeal ; and 
though the Jaylor, who was but converted the Night before, 
brought him the Meſſage, they have [ent to let you go, now then 
depart in peace; yet he uſeth the Advantage that Innocence 
gave him over Tyranny, they have beaten us openly and uncon- 
demned, being Romans,and have caſt us intoPriſon,and now do they 
thruſt us out privily,nay verily but let em come themſelves & feich 
"us out, Acts 1 6. 36, 37. So tender was he of hisPrivileges, that tho 
he knew as muchas any Man how to deſpiſe the Pomp of the 
World, yet in this caſe he'll inſiſt upon a Ceremony that perhaps 
was never demanded before ; that the Magiltrates of the Town 
ſhould come to the Priſon-door and beg Pardon, and bring them 
Out whom through a Miſtake they had put In, and deſire them 
to depart from their City, For this did he refuſe to anſwer the 
Summons of Feſtus, who would have betray'd him to his Ene- 
mies, but apeal'd to Cæſar; and from this Principle did he deal 
ſo roundly with Annanias, God ſhall ſinite thee thou whited IWall, 
for fitteſt thou there to judge me according to the Law, and com- 

mandeſt me to be ſmitten contrary to the Law ? Chap. 23. 3. 
This is the Spirit of our Religion, it allows none of the Stu- 
pidity that /Jachar was run down into; for. an {4/5 can no 
more be a Pattern under the Goſpel, than it could be a Sacrifice 
under the Law. But it's enough we are told what fort of 
Creatures they are, by the Metaphor in my Text; deſpicable to 
Men, und rejected by God; made for Service and Contempt. 
The Compariſon gives us the loweſt Opinion of thoſe to whom 
it belongs. They are by this repreſented as a ſtupid ſervile Peo- 
ple, for the Word fits their Heads as well as their Shoulders. 

2. THE Crime of their becoming Servants ta Tribute, is hint- 
ed at by the further Account we have of em, that they lay un- 
„ 9 5 der 
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der no neceſſity & of doing it: They had it in their power to do 


otherwiſe, and might have compell'd a better Lot for themſelves 


and their Poſterity, Had they been drain'd, and weaken'd, and 
ſunk down to an Inability, that which was now both their Sin 
and Puniſhment, had been only the latter. But Hachar was a 


| fHreng Aſs, able to Refuſe a Load as well as to Bear it. 


Several Annotators give us this Note from the Hebrew Word, 
that he was an 4/5 of Bone; which perhaps is a further Con- 
tempt of him, to tell us his want of Spirit, as if he was only Out- 
ſide, a meer Shell and Frame of Nature: And indeed they who 
ſo tamely give up all that can be dear, ſhow but little Soul in 
that Surrender. But I ſhall take the Words in the firſt Senſe I 
gave you of 'em, that he is call'd a frong Aft to ſignifie, that 
he had Capacity to have done'otherways, only he wanted Heart 
and Courage to uſe it. He that couch'd down between two Bur- 
dens, might eafily have proteſed againſt One; he that boawed big 
Shoulder to bear, could have cloath'd it with Armour: And the 
Wealth with which he paid his Tribute as a Servant, might 

have led him into the Field as a Rival. A 
All the Inſtances that we have in Scripture of Submiſſion to an 
unrighteous Power, repreſent the People as not able to do other- 
ways. We never once find a good Man neglecting to reſiſt an 
Injuſtice when he could do it. Moſes indeed fled from Pharaoh 
| r ä becauſe 


* 


—_ 


* The Circumſtances of the Americans are ſuch, that they are under no 
Neceſſity of giving their Necks to the Yoke. This Continent is bleſſed 
with: all the Neceflaries, and moſt of theConveniences of Lite, and might 
ſupport an hundred Times its preſent Number of Inhabitants, without 

borrowing a ſingle Article from any other Quarter. of the Globe; and 
if thePeopie had Wiſdom andReſolution enough to improve theſe natural 
Advantages, by encouragingManefattures of their own, and by putting 
a general Stop to the Importation of foreign Manufactures, G. Britain, 
inſtead of treating us as Slaves, would be conſtrained to court ourFriend- 
mip and Alliance. As to the idle Threat of ſending Troops to dragoon 
us into Submiſſion to unjuſtifiable Uſurpations, it is a mere Bugbear; 
for ſuppoſing in ſome future Time, an abandoned Miniſtry ſhould pro- 
pole to a weak Prince, to ſend a powerful Army againſt us, can it be 
tho't that G. Britain, as a Nation, would-be ſo ſtupid as to ſuffgr aMea- 
fare, which would infallibly expoſe them to the Ravages of French 
Troops; or would the Proteſtant Part of the People content to an Ex- 
pedition, which would, without doubt, in the End, fix the Crown upon 
a Popiſh Head? No ſurely. Great Britain has no Cord by which ſhe can 
bind down the Colonies to Slavery, but their own Cowardice and capri- 
cious Fondneſs for Britiſh Manufadures Were we induſtriouſſy to 
cultivate the goodly Heritage, waich has fallen to our Lot, we might be 
free, rien and happy. 
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| becauſe he had no proſpe& of conquering him; but when he 
had to do only with a fingle Egyptian who was /miting one of 
bis Brethren, he's no longer about it than whilſt he 51 this. 
way and that way, and then he (illi him, and hideth him in the 
Sands, Exod. 2, 11, 12. And this is ſo far from having the 
Cenſure, that a Slave would give it, that upon that Action he 
was in hopes to have raiſed his Publick Character, and by this 
Jultice upon the Officer, thought to have led on that of the Peo- 
ple upon the King, as the Martyr Stephen tells us; for he brings 
in this as the Reaſon why ſecing one of the Fews ſuffer wrong, he 
avenged him that was oppreſſed, and ſmote the Egyptian, becauſe 


he ſuppoſed bis Brethren would have underſtood, how that by his 


hand Ged would have delivered them, but they underſtood not, If 
their Zeal would have come on as faſt as his would have led it, 
they might have been ſaved then; but they loſt, 40 Years by 
their unbelief. David run away from Saul, when he had no 
Friend to ſtand by him, but he put himſelf at the Head of a lit- 
tle Army as ſoon as he could; and the only Reaſon why he did 


not give him Battle was, becauſe he had not Force enough : But 


when thoſe great Numbers came to him every day, he makes no 
ſeruple to go out into the Field, for there fell ſome of Manaſeh 
to David when he came with the Philiſtines againſt Saul to Bat- 
ile, 1 Chron. 12. 19. 5 5 

A juſt and holy God may indeed deliver us over to the Will 
of evil Men; but toſay, that he would have us deliver up our- 
ſelves, is to blaſpheme his Empire; for he hath no Fellowſhip 
aviih the Thrones of Iniquity, who frame Miſrhief by a Law, Pſal. 
94. 20. That which held Zion Captivity, was God's making 
her Strength to fail; He had delivered her into their Hands again/t 
"avhom ſhe was not able to riſe up, Lam. 1. 14 But when ſhe 
had more Strength, there's a new Exhortation to uſe it; S 
' thyſelf from the Duſt, © Jeruſalem; looſe thy ſelf from the Band: 
of thy Neck, O thou captive Daughter of Zion, Iſa. 52. 1. 

In theſe two things you havethe woful Temper of this People ; 
They were ſtupid, and not to be impreſt by a generous Argu- 
ment; and tho' it's true, they had Strength and Capacity, yet 
it was all thrown away upon a lazy Nature, that would not uſe 
at. Hachar is a firong Aſs couching down between two Burdens, 

(2.) WE have the folly of their Behaviour, and are told, how 
ſoon they part with their Liberties. And here you meet with 
Bondage in every Form and Shape. Here's Oppreſſion in all its 

Weight, hefalls between two Burdens, Here's a as? Boron 
erlon, 


„ 
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Perſon, his Shoulder is brought to bear what they lay upon hind. 


Here's Poverty in his Concerns, he becomes a Servant to Tribute; 


and here's a Neceſſity for him to be Active in all this. Opprel- 


ſion ſtupifies the Faculties, he couches down beneath his Burdens. 


he bows his Shoulder, he conſents to be a Servant: What a 


'C ulph of Perdition was this People ſunk into ? Whither will Ty- 


ranny lead thoſe who have the Heart to follow it? Can we ever» 
hegin to ſtop too ſoon, when it will be ſo dreadful to have it too 
late ? 

1. YOU obſerve here what weight this Oppreſſion was laid on 
with: Twas not what Rehoboam threatned, the Heavineſs of a 


little Finger; but he couches down between two Burdens, 


Some tranſlate this between two Hills; and underſtand it of 


the Situation that 7/achar had in the Land of Canaan: Others 


ſuppoſe that it refers to the Quarrels they might have with thoſe 


Two Tribes that lay on each Side of em; but the Words ſeem 
to tell us what a Load of Miſery they had brought themſelves 


under, 
TYRANTS, who know no. Juſtice, will allow no * . 


they never think their Grandeur advanc'd high enough; they'll 
ſet no bounds to the Luſt of Empire, but let it rove in all the 
Licenſe of their own Fancy. Do not imagine that there's any 

dealing with an Arbitrary Government. Laws are only Shackles 


upon you, but no Rule to 'em. Some remove Land Marks, they 
violently take away Flocks and Feed thereon, they turn the' Nee- 
dy out of the way, the Poor of the Earth hide themſelves tegether ; 
Behold as the wild Aſſes of the Deſert they go forth to Work, riſiug 
betimes for a Prey, Job. 24. 2, 3, Cc. and its the tame Aſſes of 


the Villages that fall into their Hands: They cauſe the NA 


to go without cloathing, he hath no covering inthe Cold ; they pluck 
the Fatherleſs from the Breaſt, and take a Pledge of the Poor: 
they take away the Sheaf from the Hungry : Men groan out of the 

City, and the Soul of the Wounded cries out. 
If you would not couch 'down between“ Two Burdens, you 
muſt enter an effutual Proteſt agaiuit One: For they that ſub- 
8A | mit, 
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* Many Perions at thi 5 Ti ime ne plead that the Duties i impoſad on theAme- 
ricans'by the lete Acts of Parliament, are fo light as not to be worth 
contending about, altho' they may not be ffrietly juſt ; this is certainly 
a moſt trifling Way of arguing, even ſuppoſing the Sums Were as fmall 
a3 they would repreſent, (which is very far from heing the Truth) for 
never was a Scheme laid to enſlavs a People under the Sanction of pre- 
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mit, will, in a little Time, be brought to that paſs ; Her Car- 


riages were heavy loaden, they are a Burden to the weary Bea ſt, 
Ibey toop, they bow down together, they could not deliver their Bur- 


den, but themſelves are gone into Captivity, Iſa. 46. 1, 2. Thus 
did the Ammonites with the Men of Fabeſh Gilead; tho' the 


pPoor People would have ſubmitted themſelves unto em, yet they 


will allow of no eaſter Terms than thruſting out the right Eye, 
and laying it as a Reproach upon all Iſrael, 1 Sam. 11. 2. So 
unlimited did Berhadad take himſelf, in the Court of a Man, 
who had gone too far, in ſaying, My Lord, O King, Jam thine, 
and all that I have : He does not only claim t Silver and Gold, 
but his Wives and Children; and would ſend his Servants the 
next Day to take out what was pleaſant in their Eyes, 


This made David rather chuſe to fall into the Hands of Cod. 


than into thoſe of Man : Not but that the former could have de- 


Rroy'd him with more Expedition than the latter; but auf he 


Lord there was Mercy, with Men there is none. And indeed 
the Proceſs hath been very ſhort ; When once a Tyrant hath 
ſaid your Laws were his, He hath ſoon come to afhrm your 


Lives were ſo too. And therefore its the ſame thing being his 
' Vaſſals, and being his Cattle. All that you have pertaining to 
. Life and Gedlineſs, is thrown in as a Morlſel to Cæſar: They 


take up all of thei: with the Angle, they catch them with their 
Net, and gather them in their Drag, therefore they rejoice and are 
glad They will empty continually, and net ſpare to flay the Ma- 


tions, Hab. 1. ult. And how unhappy muſt theCaſe of a People 


be who never know when they have done Suffering ? Such aGo- 
| 5 vernment 
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tended Law, without an Endeavor to make the Burthen ſo light, as 
that it might, by the generality of the Victims, be diſregarded at firſt 
and not felt, until it is out of their Power to remedy it. If we pay one 
Penny purely becauſe the Parliament of G. B. have ordered us to pay 
it, we muſt, whenever they pleaſe, pay a Shilling or a Pound purely be- 
cauſe they have ordered it And the preſent involved State of the Britiſh 


Nation, che Rapacity and Profuſeneſs of many of hef great Men, the | 


prodigious Number of their Dependents, who want to be gratified with 
tome Office which may enable them to live lazily upon the Labour of 
others, muſt convince us; that we ſhall be taxed” fo long as we have a 
Penny to pay; and that new Offices will be conſtituted, and newOthcers 
palmed upon us, until the Number is {o great, that we cannot by ovr 
conitant Labour and Toil maintain any more.—For the Injuſtice of liv- 
ing by the Sweat of another's Brow, the Cruelty of wrenching from the 
wearied, hungry Labovrer, the Reward of his Induſtry, never make 


any Impreiſion on the flinty Breaſts of thoſe who think Mankind were 


made iv be their Slaves. 


. ways of 
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vernment upon Earth reſembles one of the worſt Ideas that we 
have of Hell; where there is no Sacrifice for Sin, but a certain 


fearful looking for of more Fudgment and new Indignation, _. 
2. THEIR Perſons were made vile and contemptible, they bow 
their Shoulders to bear. There are ſome Uſages which God al- 
ways reckon'd an Indignity to Human Nature. *Tis for this 
reaſon that he limited the Number of Stripes that were to. be 
given to a Malefactor, Ieſt thy Brother ſeem vile to thee : And the 
Statute of Murder is laid out upon this ground, 'That in the 
Image of God made he Man. Such an Oppreſſion did the. Zewwy 
live under in Egypt ; their Burdens were very grievous in the 
Brickilns, the Task-maſters oblig'd them to their whole Quantity 
of Work tho' they denied them Straw, and then puniſht em for 
not doing what they knew to be impoſſible. ; IT. 
When this comes to be the Lot of ſuch as give up their Li- 
berties, the Juſtice of God calls for our Adoration ; they that 


have lived is Pleaſure and Vanity, are molt likely to make a Sale 
of all that they have; they have eaten the Bread of Idleneſs, 


and, How righteous is it with Heaven to give 'em that of Sor- 
row? That they who are brought up in Scarlet, ſhould embrace 
Dunghills? This is one Conſequenceof Slavery; and it fell hea- 


vily upon the Prieſts at Jeruſalem, who might remember their 


Sin in their Puniſhment : They that us'd to lead the Blind, 
came to wander as blind Men inthe Streets, and fo polluted with 


Blood, that Men could not touch their Garments : The Anger of 


the Lord divided em, and hewwouldno mere regard em, Lam. 4. 14. 
An Abſolute Government Swallows as faſt as you can Give, and, 
What will this come to in time? But the hanging up of Princes 


by the Hand, not honouring the Faces of the Elders, taking the 


young Men to Grind, and mating the Children fall under the Hod, 


Ch. F. 12, 13. 


3. It runs out into Poverty. This paying of Tribute, muſt be 


underſtood of exceſſive Taxes ; Impoſitions that are enough to 


drain “ a Country: Not what a People conſentf to for their 
OWN 


It is computcd that the Duties to be paid by the Inhabitants of thisPro- 
vince only, in Conſequence of former and late Acts of Parliament, and 
the Fees demanded by the Cuſtom-Houje and Naval-Officers, will a- 
mount to no leſs than Six Hundred Thouſand Pounds Old Tenor annu- 
ally; and tho* we may charitably ſuppoſe that ſome Part of this Sum 
will be retained in the Hands of the Officers, yet it is Iikely that ſuch a 


Treat Part of it will be ſent home, as will foon drain the Country of all 


its Silver and Geld. The Nlisfortune of a People taxed by a foreign 
State, 


i. 
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own Defence, but what are extorted from them, And then what 
fignifies the Goodneſs of the Land, when the Profits are offered 


up asa Sacrifice to the Luxury of a Stranger ? Thus bath « 


fruitfHl Land been brought into Barrenneſs. The Hopſes of the 
People were made a Dunghill ; and they that have liv'd in the 
mialt of Plenty, ſought their Bread to relieve their Sculs, They 
conſent to the loweſt Terms meerly to enjoy what Nature had 
made their own : We have given the Hand to the Aſſyrian to be 
ſatisfied with Bread, Lam. 5. 6. and, better are they that periſh 
by the Sword, than ſuch as are ftricten through for want of the 


Fruits of the Field: It was a dreadtul Article in their Judgment, 
thine Enemy ſhall diſtreſs thee in all thy Gates, Deut. 28. | 


J. That which makes the Caſe deplorable to the laſt Degree, 
is, that the People themſelves concur in it, either throngh a Ne- 


ceſſity, or the Habit of Bondage. They bow their own Shoulder 
to bear; and, by an unaccountable Mixture of Choice and Force, 
become Servants to Tribute, When a Nation hath given up 
their Liberties, they do not only loſe the Thing, but all the Taſte 
they us d to have of it. Fes | | 


And this may be conſidered both as a growing Vice, and aStu- 
pidity that the righteous God hath ſealed 'em up under. The 


| Miſery of ſuch a Caſe hath this in it, that the People are never 
likely to remember from whence they are fallen or ds their firſt 
. Works ; they fleep a perpetual Sleep, and do not awake, Tis not 


a Damage that ſets them a Thinking, or warms a powerful Zeal 


to recover what they have loſt ; but by a long Courſe of Subjec- 
jection it becomes their own Act. | 


(3:) IT 


State, would-be much-greater on this Account, than if the Impoſers of 

the Tax refided amongft them: For altho' they might unjuſtly 'extort 

from them their Money, yet as it would Kill be in the Country, they 
oſſibly might at ſome Time, by ſome Means, get Part of it again: 

But when it is ſent Three Thouſand Miles over Sea, it is not very likely 

to return. 8 : 

+ The Right of Taxation, muft, by the Law of Nature, which gives every 
Man a Power to diſpoſe of his own Property, belong ſolely to the Peo- 
ple who are to pay the Tax: and the BrittſhConſtitution hath borrowed 
from Nature this Maxim, That no Men ſball be taxed without hisConſent, 
which is the GrandPillar on which EnglithLiberty and Property ſtands. 
Can a People then be bound by an Act which contradicts the great Law 

. of Nature, which is originally from God? Or, can an Engliſhman 
ſubmit to an Inſtitution which faps the Foundation of Engliſh Liberty 
and Englith Property? But certain it is, that the late Act of Parliament 


6 4 as 


ie a Tax without our Conſent, a taking our Property without ſo much 


26 <Opulting us: But I need draw no more Conſequences, 
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3.) I'l enquire into the Reaſons they give for this Negle& of 


and you find there are two Things that leave em under the 
1. What they reckon the Favour of the Enemy, They ſaw that 
Reſt was good. © 1 | 1 
2. The natural Advantages. of their Country, The Land it 
quas pleaſant, | . > 10 
1. They ſee that Reſt is good; which ſhews us how their Judg- 
ment is perverted, to ſuppoſe that there can be any ſuch Thing 
as Ref}, while the Yoke of Tyranny. hangs upon their Shoulders. 
Now, this Opinion hath its only Root in Cowardiſe andLazineſs; 
They dread the noble Toil of 'War,tho' the Hazards People run 
that Way, are far from being equal to thoſe. of a ſlaviſh Temper; 
you can ſcarce loſe ſo much. by venturing, as you give away by 


*emlelves, or what it is they get in Exchange for their Liberties ;, - 


ſubmitting. Whilſt the Fews reſiſted Sennecharib, they had what 


we call a Chance for it; but he tells them roundly, If they made 
an” Agreement with him by Preſents, it muſt end in his taking em 
away from their au Land. And is this the Refi wherewith they 
would cauſe the weary to lie down ? Is this all that a People ger 
by throwing themſelves upon the Mercy of a Tyrant ? We may 
well ſay, Ari/e and depart, this is not your Reft, becauſe it's pol. 
R, ,, on . 2 4 
2. The Benefits of their Country was another Thing that 


ſoften'd 'em into this Compliance, They: ſaw that the Land was 


pleaſant. They'd no mind to be carried off, becauſe here was 
enough for their own Neceſſity, and for the Humeur of him to 
whom they paid Tribute. But what a poor Argument is this ? 
If the Place was ſo good, it deſerved to be fought for : If thePro- 
duce of Nature there was ſo great, tis pity that they ſhould have 
All of the Profit who had None of the Pains. Thus they plead- 
ed upon their Return out of Captivity, the Land that thou haſt 
given to our Fathers, to eat tleFruit therepf, aud the Good thereof, 
behold ave are Servants in it; and it yields much Increaſe to the 
Kings whom thou haſt ſet over us becauſe of, cur Sins ; alſo they 
have Dominion over our Bodies, and over our Cattle at their Plæa- 
ſure, and we are in great Diſtreſs, Neh. 9 36, 37. 
Thus have I laid out to you the former of theſe Characters, 
and ſhown you how poor a Figure /jachar made in the World. 
But, Eg ED 
II. We have an Account of better Things in the Bleſſing that 
he pronounceth upon another Tribe. Dan /hall judge his __— 
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perſwade * em to bow do, under two B urdens 
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lile one of the Tribes of Iſrael ; Dan ſhall be a Serpent by thelWay, 


and an Adder in the Path, that bites his Horſe” s Heels, ſo that his 
Rider falls backward ; I have awaited for thy Salvation, O Lord. 


What is ſaid of this braye People, is ſo 8 2 Reverſe to the 


Meant eſs of the. other, that a very little 
here. 


1. He begins with a new ſort of Language to give us the De- 
ſcription of theſe. What they did would be worthy the Name 
they derived from their Father ; 


ene of the Tribes of Iſrael. 
2. We have the Meaſures that he will take in order to it; 
and that is, the Uſe both of his Policy and Courage: He is like 
a Serpent by the Way, and an Adder in the Path, and, rather than 
be trampled on, hl bite the Horſes Heels ; he'll undermine the 
Foundations of Tyranny, /o that the Rider will fall backwards. 
- 3. Theſe noble Deſigns are what Jacob recommends to the 
Blefling of God, in that Prophetic e { have waited for 
thy Salvation, O Lord ! © 
(..) We have a general Honour put oy chem. Dan all 
Judge his People like one of the Tribes of Iſrael. What judging 
'of his People means, I had accafton to ſhow you the laſt Year ; 
That it includes an Execution of their Laws, and a Defending 
of their Liberties from any that would oppreſs them, And this 


nlargement will ſerve 


we find that Sam ſon did, who was of That Tribe, and paid leſs 
Regard to an Enemy, in whoſe Country he lived, than any of - 


the Judges. Now, do but conſider how this 1s plac'd in a full 
' Oppoſition to what was ſaid of Jachar; and from thence you 
may collect, That thoſe Rulers do not judze their People, who 


: Theſe are in- 
con ſiſtent with one another. 


But what I would obſerve to you, is, the honourable Turn he 
gives this, That it's doing ite One of the Tribes of Iſrael : As if 


they that neglect it were ſank below the Name. But Dan kept 


up the Dignity of his Family, and ſhow'd that his Deſcent from 
ſo many Patriarchs was not in vain, Thoſe antient Worthies, 


whom God had call'd out from the reſt of _ World, led him 
the 


_ 2 


It is the Duty of good Magiſtrates to preſerve the Liberties of the 
People over whom they preſide; and whenever, from a Deſire io 
aggrandize themſelves, they endeavour to periwade a People to ſubmit 
to arbitrary Infringements of their Rights, they not only forfeit their 


Title to the Reſpect which belongs to a good Ruler, but deſerve to 
de treated with te Severity due to a Traitor. 


Dan ſhall Judge his People lite 
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the way ts it. One of the moſt remarkable Things that Abrahane 
did in a public Manner, was the taking of Five Rings Captive,Gen. 
13. 1, 2. tho' the People in whoſe Quarrel he mingled himſelf, 
are the firſt Rebels we read of: He had Armour ready for three 
hundred and eighteen Men, train'd up in his Houſe. Upon his 
Return from this Slaughter, Melchi ſedet, the Prieft of the moſt 
high God, meets him, and gives him a ſolemn Bleſing in His Name, 


who is the Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth, And tho! it's true, he 


refus'd to be de rich by the Spoils, yet the right that he had 
to bring down and plunder ſo many Tyrants, appears from his 
Paying Tythes to Melchi/edet ; for we cannot think that he 
would have brought Robbery for a Burnt-Offering. Jacob reco- 
ver'd a Part of the Land with his Sword, and his Bea out of the 
Hand of the 4morites ; nay, he had the Name of Iſrael given 


Hin in the Field of Battle, becauſe by his Strength he laid hold of 
the Angel, and had Power both with God ard Man, and prevailed: 


So that Cowardice, in any of his Poſterity,was a Departure from 


that noble Spirit their Fathers had been eminent for. 


And eſpecially, if you'll conſider em as a People ſet apart to 


the Worſhip of God, they were bound to run all Hazards in de- 


fending what he gave em. When they were frighted with the 
Anakims, faint-hearted, and durſ not go on, it was acting ſo far 
below themſelves, that he will ſcarce own em to be his People ; 
but ſays, That it's a Generation that do err in their Hearts, they 
knew not his Ways, Their Spirits had a wrong Turn, and he 


fwore, That they ſhall never enter into his Reſt; And if they 


ſhould allow an Enemy to break in upon the Land of their Poſ- 
ſeſſion, it was diſhonourable to their Name: But Dan bears up 


the old Figure, and in judging of his People, is like aneof theTribes 
Of 1/rael, 6 | 


(2.) Here are the Ways that he takes to do it. Where you 
may obſerve, | F | SE | 

1. The Policy and Wiſdom of this People: They are com- 
par'd to Serpents and Adders, : 5 


2. Their Courage, or the Hazard they run: They'll throw | 


themſelves into the Path, venture being cruſh'd, rather than loſe 
their End. 

3. Their Reſolution to have the Bleſſing whatever it coſt “ 
*em : If they can't diſmount a Tyrant by mere Force, they H bite 
his Herſe's-Heels, fo that the Rider ſhall fall backward. 

| ny 1. They 
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* Liberty can never be purchaſed too dear— Life itſelf is a Burthen te 
ſchoſe who groan under ths Iron Yoke ef Slavery. | 
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Serpent in the Way, an Adder in the Path. Doubtleſs {ſachar 
thought it a good Prudential to humble themſelves, and hold 


their Lives upon no other Tenure than the Will of a Prince; 


but this their Way was their Folly. Dan takes his Maxims as they 
riſe from the plain Welfare of the Community: He'll neither be 
hector'd nor wheedled out of his Privileges; he'll loſe em neither 


by War nor Treaty : As he's Serpent enough to underſtand 


what's belt for him; ſo, like the Adder, he ſtops his Ears againſt 


the Voice of the Charmer, charming never ſo wiſely. 


The want of ſuch a Spirit, is the Preſage of Ruin. Thou haſt, 


Bid their Hearts from Underſtanding, therefore thou ſhalt not exalt 
them, Job 17. 4. Chriſt himſelf hath bid his People take to em the 
Wiſdem of the Serpent; tho' here I would not have you miſtake 
this for the mere Wrigling of that Creature. Fraud andArtifice, 


lurk ing Ways, and lymg Words, are as much below the Wiſdom 
0 will ſave a Nation, as they are againſt the Honeſty that muſt. 
A 


ve a Soul. Thoſe Men that came to David, and had under- 


Standing of the Times, and knew what Iſrael ought to do, found 


that the Wiſdom of the Serpent was conſiſtent with the Inno- 
cence of the Dove. 2G 5 , | 
2. Beſides a Capacity to contrive what is beſt, here's a Courage 
to execute it. This is a Tribe that Mo/er ſpeaks. well of in 4 
Bleſſing that he gave em. Dan is a Lyon's Whelp, and he ſhall 
leap from Baſhan, Deut. 33. 22. And we may obſerve a Cha- 
racter of that. ſort in the Verſe before us, That he'll venture him- 


ſelf as a Serpent in the Way, as an Adder in the Path ; he'll run 


the Hazard of being trampled under foot, rather than take up 
with the poor and ſcanty Terms that an Enemy gives him. Tis 


better being cruſh'd at once, than condemn'd to a miſerable Ex- 


the Voice of Fame: The good Eſteem and hearty Wiſhes of the 
World will be to ſuch as offir themſelves willingly, and jeopard 
their Lives in the high Places of the Field, . __ 

3. They are determin'd to have the Bleflingat any Expence : 
Nor will they loſe Things for want of meer Names and Forms; 
they'll endeavour to bring down a Tyrant by his own Methods, 
x all the reſt ſhall fail: And when he deſigns to ride over Li- 


8 Religion, if they cannot ſtop his Career, they'll break 


. : And theſe are things that will deliver a People over to 


* 


is Neck; the very Horſe's Heels, which ſhould have ruin'd 


Them, ſhall receive the Wound that will prove fatal to Him. And 
indeed when a People are thus inclin'd to /ooſe the Bands of their 
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Captivity, it's no very hard Matter to humble the Wieked by 
the Meaſures they have taken. Violence and Iniquity do not 
fo eaſily carry their Load, but, in a little Time, their Rider may 
fall backward, © | 

 (3.) WHEN Jacob hath thus deſcrib'd his Son by the brave 
Meaſures that he'll take, he recommends the whole Defiga to 
the Bleſſing of God; I have waited for thy Salvation, O Lord. 
Some imagine that the good old Patriarch was, at this Time, 
almoſt ſpent upon his Death-bed with going ſo far as he had 
done; and in theſe Words he takes Breath again: Others think 
there's in them the Horror of that Idolatry that he ſaw the Tribe 
of Dan would run into. But if you'll take 'em for a Pauſe, it's 


2 Sign, that what he had ſaid of a People getting back their Li- 


berties, was of ſo much Value with him, that his Soul can reſt a 
while upon it, before he proceeds to the other Bleſſings. 
Or, you may underſtand it, as ſeveral would do, for a perſonal 
Wiſh, 2. D. Let me turn aſide for a Moment from telling 
* what will happen to you, and ſpend one Thought upon my 
« ſelf, You hear what achar will give up, and Daz retrieve ; 
e but theſe things belong to a World I am geing from. There's 
« ſomething nearer me than your Proſperity ;' I have waited for 
« thy Salvation, O Lord.” If you take it thus, it tells us, That 
for good Men to know that they who come after em will be 
zealous for God, and truly concern'd for the Publick Intereſt, is 
OneCordial in a dying Hour; as David ſaith te Solomon, I go 
the way of all the Earth ; but be thou ſtrong, and ſhow thy ſelf a 
Mas, 1 Kings 27% © | | e 
But I fee no reafon why the Salvation that he waited for, 
may not be connected to the ways that Dan would take in judg- 
tag bis people. And then it includes in it theſe three thi gs. 
1. His hearty Wiſhes to fo good a Cauſe, ©, D. This Al 
© be thy Temper, and my Blefling go along with it. It's what 
« ] think of with Pleaſure, and in ſome of my laſt Breath cora- 
<< mit thee to the Favour of Heaven: The God before whom my 
% Faihers walkt, the Angel that redeen'd me from all Evil, efta- 
*« hliſh the Work of thine Hand.. | 
And this we have had many Examples of; tho” good People 
were juſt at the Gates of Glory, yet they could not take leave 
of thoſe that ſtay'd behind, without a Teſtimony * for che 
CV Cauſe 


ma 2 r * 
1 


aa. 


* However convenient it may be to live upon the Bread ſnatched from 
the hungry Earner, yet when Death comes, it is doubtful, whether | 


= | n . 
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- Capfe they had been engag'd in: Which ought to be of the 
reateſt Value with us, that ſuch a Number of excellent Perſons 
— died Praying for tbe Peace of our Jeruſalem. They have 
ſpoke well of the, Liberties of Mankind, when themſelves were 
leaving all Things of that ſort z and we cannot think that God 
would let em go out of the World, either with a Lye in their 
Mouths, or a Trifle in their Hearts. 
11 2. When he adds, I have waited far thy Salvation; It may be 
. underſtood as a Direction to thoſe brave People, to tell 'em, 
| they mult hope for Succeſs in a religious Way. Second Cauſes 
i are employ'd ; but the good old Man would let em know, That 
| heir Salvation is of the Lord: And if they will conquer in ear- 
5 neſt, they muſt be a People that wait for it. 
| This comprehends the Duty that they owe to him, their De- 
pendance upon his Care, their Jealouſy for his Honaur. The 
|| Profane, the Unclean, the Evil-doers do not come into the Num- 
. ber, If they have any hopes of being deliver'd, 'tis from ſome- 
U thing elſe, /ar God is not in all their Thoughts, They that uſe 
Wk his Name without Reverence, and his People without Pity, can't 
| think that he hath any Pleaſure in their Ways. But Jacob would 
have them give all their Counſels & Attempts a ſerious Tincture, 
for when /e high Praiſes of God are in their Mouths, it will add 
a Weight to the teu edged Sword that is itt their Hands, Pſalm 
=. .cxlix. 6. 
| 3, This ſeems to be an Ad of his Faith in the great Mefiah ; 
for it's under this Name that another good old Man receiv'd him: 
Lord, now letteft thou thy Servant depart in peace, for mine Eyes 
blade feeu thy Salvation, Luk, ji. 29, 30. Nor could this be 
thought improper ta mingle with the Zeal they had for Civil 
L.idberties : It was by Faith in him that the Elders obtained a 
For ag92d Report, in /ubduing Kipgdoms, working Righteouſneſs, Napping 
Je Moths of Lions, waxing valiaut jn Flight, and turning to 
b; flight the Enemies of the Aliens, The Believer hath in him .he 
4 trueſt Courage. There's nothing ia any one Dogrine of Chriſ- 
* tianity that will tye up why Hands of an injur'd People. One 
38 a that 
the moſt hardened Son of 8 can look with Pleaſure on 1 the Heaps 
of Wealth which he has acquired by grinding the Face of the Poor, 
but he who has zealoully defended the Rights" of Mankind, exults in - 
4s Conduct in his laſt Hours; und locking up to Heaven with Con- 
dence, recomm:end:in:; the Cauſe in which he 1as bcen envaged to the 
great Ruler of the Univerie, and humbly expects the bright Reward of 
thoſ> who have i, ved God in Uprig chtnets of Heart, and taithfully 
dicaatged tier Duty to ther fellew]· Ni. 
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de that hath za/ted that the Lord it gracious, muſt have Pity to the _ 
as Deſolations of Mankind. He can't endure to ſee that Nature 
* ruin'd by a Tyrant, that hath been honour'd by a Saviour. 

4 And then beſides as the Kingdom of a Meſſiah extends it ſelf, 

8 it will proclaim Liberty to the Captiver, It's an Inſtitution, as 

ad well as a Prophecy, that there ſhall be 0 hurting nor defiroying 

: in all his holy Mountain; and he is then ſaid to fake to 41 ia 

, his great Poaver and Reign, when he deſtroys them that deſtroy . 

We the Earth, Rev, 11.18. ol | 2 5 

1 And, again, One that hath Faith in Jeſus, is waiting for that 

K Time, when Kings /hall ſhut their Mouths at him ; Princes ſhall 

of ſee and ariſe, and he'll ?rike through Monarchs in the Day of bis 
Wrath, and wrinch his Glory out of their Hands, who have taken 
| it from him. T:... oy 

N Again, waiting for this Salvation, prepares a Man for the Day 

E of Battle. A Chriſtian does not fight upon thoſe Hazards that 

e others do, who loſe two Lives at once, that which drops in the 

+ Field, and that which is eternal, TheBeliever in theſe Dangers 

4 takes himſelf to be fghting the good Fight, and keeping the Faith; _ 
| NON his Courſe is at an End in this Attempt, it will be nie 
5 avil oy. ' | ; ah . , 
a And thus have ſet before you the two Tempers that diſtin» 

a guiſhed theſe Tribes. Here's Death, and Life, and Curfing, and 

; bleſſing : The Choice muſt now be your own Act. My Time 

: hath ſuffer'd me to do little more than take the Words to pieces, 
9 5 and conſider the Parts of em aſunder ; you'll eafily apply Wag 
n you have heard theſe two ways. LT ST 

1 I. Into a full Refentment of thoſe Doctrines that would per- 

5 ſwade you out of your Liberties upon the ſame Terms that Ha- 

25 char parted with Theirs. Tis pity that humane Nature it ſelf 

g ſhould be ſo far debaſed; but 'tis with an Aggravation that we 

a ſee the Holy Name of Chriſt hath been blaſphem'd ; that . thoſe 

5 Myſteries mutt be our Choice, which was the Romans Abhor- 

0 rence ; as the Apotlle faith in another caſe, it's a Fornication nt 
, fo much as nam'd amorg the Gentiles, Do not take it for a ſmall | 
p matter, for at this Gap do they throw in all the Superſtitions of 

5 Worſhip, their da»znable Doctrinet, as well as their cruel Mea- 

b ſures. *Tis by this means they'll ſteal away your Religion, and 

ü fill the Nation with Darknefs, and Blood. | | 

? 2. This calls us up to the Praiſes of God, who deliver'd us 

b from the Stupidity of Hachar, and inſpir'd us with the Temper 

* of Dan, at our Revolution, . 
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t Salvation, O Lord. 


Im ſenfible, this Mercy hath had all the. Regards that the 
Children of //racl gave to the Manna which fell from Heaven. 
At firſl we gather d it, we taſted it, liv'd upon it, and reckon'd 
it Angels Food ; now tis but light Bread, and we want Fleſh to 

3 Bay,'as. it is faid of Sodom, we are going out after firange 


cat | | 
Feb: And I doubt not but the Parrallel would hold further, 
chat ĩt muſt come as ſoon et of our Noſtrils, as it did out of 


Theirs.. What they defir'd in their Luſt, they enjoy d wich 3 
Plague, for ere it wat chew'd, while it was yet between their 
Teeth, the Wrath of Ge fell upon em. To 
But I would recommend the great Things that he hath done 

us, to your Value and Care; and this can be expreſſed in no 
better way, than by walking in the Light, while we have the 
Light ; a Conver ſation that becomes the Goſpel ; an Abhorrenee 
of any thing that would mingle with your Religion, er defile 


- Four Practice; à Pity to the poor Proteſtants in Franse, upon 
whom the Clouds have return'd after the Rain ; as having no 


Fellowſhip with the unfreitful Works of Darkneſs, And, who- 
ever they are that have no Compaſſion for Blood, no Reverence 
for Leagues, © my Soul ! come not thou into their Secret, unte 
their Aſſembly, mine Honour be not theu united; fer in their An- 

er they flew a Man, and in their Self-will they dig down a Mall: 
5 ſuch Counſel of the Wicked be far from me, i [have waited for 
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